
By buying the at-risk kids 
books, it encourages them 
to read and promotes literacy. 

But the kids aren't simply the 
recipients. Because Emily isn't 
one to think within the confines 
of a box, she's also asked 
them to be the givers. "We've 
had Need to Read Club 
chapters out of Boys and Girls 
Clubs and even the children's 
shelter in my hometown. 
Despite their difficult situations, 
the Boys and Girls Club raised 
over $1,000 and the children's 
shelter raised $900. Even 
though they are usually the 
people being helped, the kids 
still want to give back to the 
community," she says. 

Emily has already made a huge 
impact on her community­
studies have shown that 
students with higher literacy 
levels are apt to be more 
successful as adults-and 
she's not finished yet. Instead, 
Emily (even though she's a full­
time student at a college in her 
hometown) has plans to push 
the program even further. "I 
plan to continue for at least 
the next four years," Emily 
enthuses. "It's my plan to make 
Need to Read Book Club into 
a national organization. I know 
it's going to take a lot of hard 
work, but I've seen so many 
kids-book club members 
and book recipients-benefit 
from this program. Now that 
it's web-based, it can easily 
be duplicated in other parts 
of the city, and eventually, 
the country." 
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If you'd like to become involved in Emily's Need to Read Book Club, whether by becoming a member or starting your 
own chapter, head to www.needtoreadbookclub.org. "Take a look around the website, and there's a place where you 
can sign up for e-mails and send an e-mail to us," she says. "If you're interested in starting a club, I would suggest asking 
an English teacher to be the sponsor. It's something that a school or organization usually adopts. That's how a lot of our 
expansion has happened-from kids graduating from one school and starting a chapter in another school." 
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