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Need to Read
Club Provides Bnoks for Chlldren

BY JED BLACKWELL
EDITOR
The Mabry  Middle

School branch of a unigue
bean  community service
club recently sompleted a
project to provide books for
underprivileged children.

The Nead to Read club 1a
in its first year at Mabry,
having been brought to the
school from Holly Springs

Motlow Elementary,
where geveral members
first became interested in
the club and wanted to
mowe it up with them
when they advanced.

"I'm roally proud of
them,” club founder Emily
Conrad eaid of the stu-
dents. "Thev've done a
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For mmstance, this year
wi've  covered animals,
biographies, historical fie.
tion, Even Dickons,
Second, I wanted to tie
reading into community
gervice, I wanted to find a
way to inspire a love of
reading in kids who might
not normally read.”

Ao result, the club was
born. The way it works is
simple, acearding L
Conrad

groat job, When they grad-
uated bo Mabry, quite a
foew mombers wanted to
take the club with them,
They ddid it, and they
brought in several othoers.”

Conrad 1s still a student
herself. The 10th grader
began the program when
she was in Tth grade at
Spartanburg Day School.
She explained the twolold
purpose of the reading
clul,

"First, I wanted to try to
make reading as fun as
possible,” she said. "We
have monthly mestings,
and we try to include as
many gonres as possible.
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‘The organization seaks
apongors who donate one
dollar per 100 pages rend,
and five dollars per sorvice
hour,” she gaid. “The
group fram Mabry has
raised $1,500."

That money was used for
a shopping spree at
Barnes and Noble in
Spartanburg. Mabry club
members woere assignoed
teanmae and picked out
books for children of their
assigned  age  groups,
Then, they took the books
to the Spartanburg Soup
Hitchen, where they were
distributed to children on
May 11,

Conrad said she was
cxeited about the efforts of
the Mabry students.

"I'm really proud of
them," she said. “They're
really community-minded,
and they're helping the
progeam grow, [t's incredi-
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Students from the Need to Read Book Club at Mabry
Middie School pick out books to donate to underprivi-

leged children.

ble o see what it's

become.”

Mabry faoulty member
dulia  Pressley is also
plenzed with the students'
afforts.

"It's beon great,” she
said, "There's already been
interest in the club for
next yvear. It's really had
an impact on developing a
love of reading mixed with
BEoFvios.”

Student Taylor Brock

wns instrumental in bring- ..

ing ‘the club from Holly
Springs to Mabry.

“Last vear HEmily came
to our school and tald ws
about the program, and I
was really intereated,”
Brock aaid. "1 q-l.‘l.jq-:,rqﬂ it m
Iot, a0 when I got to Mabry
I talked to Ms. Pressley
and Mr. Batson about it,
and I helped organize a
chapter of the club at
Mabrv. 1 tried to et other

atudents inte rL'11.r_d. and it
jusat took off.”

Hrwk said the cluh e
vided 0 genae -:rf antinfme
|‘.I.GI.'I.

"1t foals good to halp pro-
vide books for kids who
can't afford them.," she
aaid. "Every child deserves
a chanee to read.”

Classmate Casey Browe
ngrood.

“T like that our reading
has 0 purpose,” shoe said, "1
wasn't really intereated in
reading before, but know-
ing that I'm helping people
makes me want to read
MareE, S0 we'll rise more
maney.”

For her part, Conrad is
happy with the way the
club ia geowing, but aho ia
far from satisfied.

“B] wrant to gee it continue
to grow,” she said, "I'd like
to make it o national pro-
jept."



