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Emily Canrad of
Spartanburg recenty found
out she would be awarded
The Prodential Spirit  of
Community Award for her
work in developing *The
Weed to Read Book Club” a
non-profit organization that
acts as a mulii-chapter read-
ing club ‘encouraging stu-
dents to read and that also
rakse money (o buy books for
ar-risk children.

Conrad founded her “Heed
13 Read Book Club® in 2004
after entering middle school
and discovering there was
o incentive reading program
there, She recruited members,
organized monthly  after-
school mectings 1o discuss
gond boaks, and arranged for
puest speakers, games, and
crafts to add interest.

She also organized a year-
enel service project in which
club members asked spon-
sors (o make a small dona-
tion for every 100 pages they
read, and earned enough to
purchase 400 new books
for children at a local soup
kitchen.

Conrad’s club  made
such an impact that. after
two years she began think-
ing about expanding it She
formed her nonprofit organd-
zation, developed a website
iwwwneedtoreadbookelub.
arg), and then helped estab-
lish chapters at Boys & Girls
Clubs in Spartanburg and
two public schools.

Three maore chapters have
been added over the past
four years amnd they have dis:
tributed more than $13,000
waorth of books to dizadvan:
taged kids.

She said she is “ncredibly
excited” to win the award and
noted it will help her achieve
e dream, “My nltimate goal
is to make this into a nation-
wide organization,” she said.
Conrad may be well on the
way as she explained, *We've
received interest from stales
a6 far avway as Oregon.”

While: she'd like to see il
expand to other states a5
quickly as possible, she put
a realistic expectation of two
vears: belore: having It take
oot in other states,

Conrad is a bome-schooled
11th-grader who will gradu-
ale carly this year. She has
already been accepted inio
Wolford College and has
received o Wolford Old Main
Scholarship. She will bea 17-
year old freshman this fall,

“One of the reasons |
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Over the past four years the "Need to Read
Book Club” has distributed more than §13,(00
worth of books to disadvantaged kids.

chose 1o go to Wollord,” she
sabd, “is that | will remain in
Spartanburg for a few exira
yeirs, L that will allow mie
1o grow the club. Hopelully
by the time [ g0 for & masters
degree, the "Need to Read
Eook Club” will be thriving.”

Conrad laughed when she
explained what she wanis
1o be when she grows up
hecause she's ol Certain
what she'll major in. 1 wanit
1o become an opera singer
and I plan 1o geta Masters in
valee,” she 'sald,

With her eyes on that
goal she currently mmavels 1o
Columbia cvery Fridey for
two-hour vobce lessons with
Dr. Ann Benson and D, David
Bankston

she ks also o member of the
Pine Street YMCA and it was
the 1 that nominated her for
i award.

Conrad  said - she . was
encouraged 1o apply for the
award by Greg Tolbert, the
President of the Spartanburg
Eov's and Girl's Club of
Metro Spartanburg. She said
Tolbert cmailed her o link to
the contest and urged her to
apphy.

Upon learning she had wan
Conrad safd, "It was & wore
derful surprise” wo be cliosen
a% one of two representatives

Trom South Ciiroliag

Conrad will receive 5 10N,
an engraved silver medailion,
and nn all-expense-paid trip
1o Washington, D.C, the firsi
witekenid in May.

There she will joit the 1op
two homorecs = one miiddle
school level and one  high

schonl youth - from each
of the other states and the
Distrder of Columbla for sev-
eral days of nathoemal recog-
phtbon events, Ten of them
will b mamed America's top
vosth volumteers for 2008 0
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The Prucléntial Spirit of
Communiry Awdrds repre-
sents the United States” bnrg-
eql youth mecognifion pro-
gram based solely on volun-
tegr service,

This ks the 141k year the
nationwide program  has
hempred  young people for

ouptstanding acts of volun-
teerism. Prudentinl Financial
conducts the program in
parinership with the National
Aszociation of Secondary
Schioal Principals (NASSFL.

For information on all of
this year's Pruchential Spicit of
Commumity State Honorees
anl Distinguished  Finalists,
vizit spirit.prudentialeom or
www principals.org/pruden-
Hal
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