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Conrad Receives Prudential’s
Spirit of Community Award

BY LEQM &. RUSS
HIOSLETTRN HEWE:

Spartanburg’s Emily Conrad
was awarded The Prudential
Spirit of Comemanity Award
nredalion for her work in
developing *The MNeed fo
Bead Book Clab," 2 nom-prof-
it organdzation that acts as
a multi-chapter reading chob
enconraging stdents to read
and also rajses money to buy
books for at-risk children.

The Pine Street YMCA fom-
inated Conrad, 16, for the
awand. [t wag there, during
the YMCA's board meeting

. om Thursday, March 19, that

she was presented the medal-
licn for her efforts to ralse
literacy Aawaremess and give
hack to the commmindty.

school youth - from cach
of the other states and the
Diztrict of Columbia for sev-
eral days of natiomal recog-
nition events. Ten of them

organized monthly after-
school mestings 10 discuss
good books, and arranged for
guest speakers, games, and
erafts to add interest.

“Ireally believe you are looking at the national

winner" of the award.

- Prudential representative Evelyn Young

will be narmed America's op
wouth voluntesrs for 2000 at

.that time.

Conrad was presented the
award by Prudential repre-
semtative Evelym Young, Vice
President of C. Dan Joyner
and Young Realtors who

Aold thoze gathered, I really

Fetl B idee s, IS

EMILY CONRAD RECEIVED THE PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COM-
MUNITY AWARD MEDALLION FOR HER WORK IN DEVELOP-
ING “THE NEED TO READ BOOK CLUES” FROM PRUDENTIAL
REPRESENTATIVE EVELYN YOUNG, VICE PRESIDENT OF C. DAN
JOYNER AND YOUNG REALTORS AT THE SPARTANBURG PIN
STREET YMCA ON THURSDAY, MARCH 19. .

In addidon w the sil-
ver medallion, Conrad will
alss  recelve 51,000 and
an all-expense-paid trip to
Washington, D.C. the [irst
weckend In May,

There she will join the top
two honorees - one middle
school level and one high

believe you are looking at
the natlonal winner®™ of the
asward,

Conrad founded her “Meed
(o Read Book Club” in 2004
after entering middle school
and discovering there was
no incentive reading program
there. She recrudted members,

Conrad's  club  mmade
such an impact that after
two years she began think-
ing about expanding it. She
formed her nonprofit organk-
zation, developed a website
iwww necdioreadbaokelub,

. orgl, and then helped estab-

lish chaprers at Boys & Girls
Chats i Spartanbuorg and twn
public schools.

Conrad said one of the best
things about her “Meed to
Read Rook Club® iz the fact
that she gets to "encourage
other kids to make a differ-
ence in the community. To
be able to see them grow as
community leaders, it makes
me feel pood.”

The Prudental Spirit of
Community Awards repre-
sents the United States” larg-
est youth recognition pro-
gram based solely on.vobun-
teer service.

This is the 14th year the
nationwide program has
honored woung people for
matstanding acts of volun-
teertsm. Prudential Financial
conducts the program in
partnership with the National
Assofiation of Secondary

School Principals (NASSE).

For informarion on all of
this year's Prudential Spirit of
Community State Honorees
and Distinguished Finaliss,
visit spirit.prudential com or
www. principals.org/pruden-
tlal
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